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But  the  hour  cometh  and  now  is, 
when  the  true  worshippers  shall  worship 
the  Father  in  spirit  and  in  truth:  for  the  Father 
seeketh  such  to  worship  him.  (John  4:23) 


God  is  a spirit:  and  they  that  worship  him  must  worship  him  in  spirit 
and  in  truth.  (John  4:  24) 
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Editorial 


Becoming  the  Editor 

I attended  Intermountain,  North  Pacific  and 
Pacific  Yearly  Meetings  to  get  to  know  you  better  and 
for  you  to  meet  me.  Sometimes  it  felt  as  though  the 
summer  was  one  long  Yearly  Meeting,  and  that  feeling 
continued  as  I began  work  on  the  first  issue  of  Friends 
Bulletin,  As  I talked  to  Friends  from  Colorado  to 
Hawaii  and  from  Mexico  City  to  Montana,  I was 
amazed  at  the  depth  and  breadth  of  issues  that 
concern  you.  (And  you’d  like  to  see  them  all  in 
Friends  Bulletinl)  You’re  concerned  about  and  deeply 
involved  in  worldly  issues,  but  you’re  also  involved  in 
the  work  of  the  Meeting.  You  try  to  deal  with  the 
children;  you  either  have  too  many  or  not  enough, 
and  no  one  to  work  with  them.  You  are  concerned 
about  physical  access  to  your  Meeting.  You  struggle 
with  Business  Meeting.  A regular  attender  disrupts 
worship.  Worship  is  too  silent  or  too  vocal.  Many  of 
you  have  shared  these  concerns  here  on  these  pages; 
A1  Anderson  has  one  in  this  issue.  I invite  you  to 
share  your  successes  and  your  failures.  If  this  summer 
has  taught  me  anything,  it  is  that  we  are  very  much 
alike  and  that  we  have  a lot  to  learn  from  each  other. 

It  seems  as  though  I’ve  been  a long  time  becoming 
the  editor  of  Friends  Bulletin.  In  a way,  most  of  my  life 
has  culminated  in  my  being  chosen  for  the  position, 
and  the  past  five  months  have  been  spent  in  prepara- 
tion to  become  the  editor.  Sometimes  it  has  seemed 
as  though  the  process  of  the  transition  has  been  like 
Simeon  Shitemi’s  little  river,  chipping  slowly  away  at 
the  rock;  other  times  it  has  been  like  a waterfall, 
rushing  over  the  precipice,  faster  than  I could  ever 
keep  up.  But  in  times  of  quiet  reflection  I remember 
the  messages  that  came  to  me  again  and  again  during 
worship  at  the  three  Yearly  Meetings. 

God’s  will  be  done. 

Lord  give  me  strength. 

Lord  give  me  the  courage  to  use  that  strength. 

And  the  truth  shall  set  you  free. 

There  is  power  in  truth. 


And  the  truth  is  that  Friends  Bulletin  needs  your 
help.  Subscriptions  are  down,  and  because  of  the 
change  of  editor,  the  usual  autumn  cash-flow  shortage 
is  difficult  to  manage.  If  you  are  reading  this,  you  are 
probably  a subscriber,  if  not,  please  subscribe. 
Encourage  a Friend  to  join  the  Friends  Bulletin  family; 
order  the  magazine  for  a Friend  or  a relation.  Friends 
Bulletin  is  “the  official  organ  of  news  and  opinion  of 
Pacific,  North  Pacific  and  Intermountain  Yearly 
Meetings  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends.”  Let’s 
keep  it  that  way. 

There  are  two  people  I need  to  thank:  Wayne 
Yamall,  because,  if  he  hadn’t  helped,  you  wouldn’t 
have  this  magazine  in  your  hands;  and  Shirley  Ruth, 
for  her  patience,  guidance  and  teaching  as  she  helped 
me  to  become  the  next  editor  of  Friends  Bulletin. 

I hope  you  enjoy  this  issue  as  much  as  I have 
enjoyed  working  on  it.  To  paraphrase  Pogo  (widely), 
“I  have  met  the  F/friend  and  she/he  is  us.” 

Nancy  Yamall 
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FAITH  IN  ACTION:  IN  SPIRIT  AND  IN 
TRUTH  by  Simeon  Shitemi,  Kenya 

Address  to  North  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  by  Friend  in  Residence 

The  Samaritan  woman  arrived  at  the  well  at 
noon,  when  she  knew  most  women  would  not  be 
drawing  water  at  that  time  of  day.  She  wanted  to  be 
alone.  From  what  is  revealed  about  her  character,  she 
could  not  have  been  a respectable  woman  in  the 
society  and  had  probably  been  isolated  and  rejected; 
so  she  chose  to  go  to  the  well  at  a time  she  was  sure 
she  would  be  alone.  We  will  never  know  exactly, 
but  then  something  completely  unique  happened  — 
when  she 
arrived  she 
found  a man, 
obviously  a Jew, 
looking  rather 
weary  and 
thirsty,  sitting 
at  the  well. 

According  to 
St.  John  s story, 
this  man  was 
Jesus  Christ 
who  had  been 
pressed  back 
from  the  temple  to  the  city,  from  the  city  to  the 
countryside,  the  Pharisees  already  hostile  to  him.  His 
success  in  healing  the  sick  and  performing  other 
wonderful  miracles  increased  hostility  towards  him, 
so  Jesus  left  Judea  for  Galilee.  He  had  to  pass  through 
Samaria,  and  this  is  where,  quite  weary  and  thirsty,  he 
stopped  at  Jacob’s  well  while  his  disciples  went  to 
town  to  buy  food.  He  hoped  someone  would  show  up 
who  would  help  him  with  some  water  to  drink.  We 
are  not  told  how  long  he  waited,  but  clearly  he  was 
the  first  to  arrive,  and  as  fate  would  have  it,  (or  was  it 
luck?  or  what  could  it  have  been?)  a woman  arrived. 
From  this  encounter  an  interesting  pattern  of 
conversation  followed: 

Christ:  Give  me  water  to  drink. 

Woman:  How  is  it  that  thou  askest  of  me, 

yet  1 am  a Samaritan  woman  and 


you  are  a Jew? 

Christ:  If  thou  hadst  known  the  gift  of 

God,  and  he  who  asks  you,  you 
would  have  asked  for  living  water. 

Woman:  Sir,  give  me  this  water  so  that  I’ll 

never  get  thirsty. 

Christ:  Call  thy  husband. 

Woman:  I have  no  husband. 


Christ:  Thou  telleth  the  truth.  Thou  hast 

had  five  husbands  and  the  man 
thou  hast  is  not  thine  husband. 

Woman:  TTiou  art  a prophet.  Solve  our 

problems. 

Christ:  A time  is  coming  when  worship' 

pers  will  worship  the  Father  in 
spirit  and  in  truth. 

Woman:  We  must  wait  for  the  Messiah  to 

come. 

Christ:  I am  He. 

In  such  a way  Jesus  leads  us  on  to  the  knowledge 
which  we  chiefly  need: 


Christ:  Do  me  a service. 

The  soul:  How  is  it  that  thou  askest 

anything  of  me? 


Christ:  If  thou  hadst  known  what  gift 

from  God  is  offered  thee. 

The  soul:  Give  me  this  gift. 


Christ:  With  whom  will  thee  share  it?  Lay 

bare  thy  soul. 

The  soul:  Solve  my  perplexity. 


Christ:  Worship  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 

The  soul:  Ah!  No  solution  yet:  we  must 

wait  for  the  Messiah. 


Christ:  I am  He. 


The  Samaritan  woman  found  it  strange  that  one 
of  the  Jews  (who  normally  despised  Samaritans  and 
shared  nothing  with  them)  would  dare  ask  her  for  a 
service;  she  was  surprised  that  he  valued  her  to  the 


Photo  by  Jackie  Van  Dyke. 
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extent  of  asking  her  for  a favor.  The  way  to  call 
anyone  into  fellowship  with  us  is  not  to  offer  them 
service,  which  is  likely  to  arouse  the  resistance  of  their 
pride,  but  to  ask  service  of  them.  It  is  important  to 
emphasize  that  such  a request  must  be  prompted  by  a 
real  need.  Christ  was  actually  tired  and  thirsty  when 
he  asked  for  water  to  drink,  and  he  drew  the  woman 
into  a conversation  when  he  asked  for  her  help. 

A Wholesome  Approach 

A friend  of  mine  who  lived  in  a government 
house  in  a rich  neighborhood  needed  nothing  from 
his  neighbors.  On  retirement  he  moved  into  a 
workmen  s neighborhood.  The  first  day  he  wanted  a 
hammer  to  hang  pictures  and  went  to  his  neighbor  to 
borrow  it.  At  once  the  relationship  was  different; 
there  was  something  his  neighbors  could  do  for  him. 
This  is  the  wholesome  approach.  This  was  not  the 
way  of  many  missionaries  who  brought  Christianity  to 
my  country.  TTey  came  with  what  they  perceived  was 
a superior  religion  from  a superior  civilization.  TTiey 
built  schools,  hospitals,  and  roads.  They  taught  us  to 
read  and  write  and  to  pray  to  God  in  their  way,  with 
eyes  closed.  My  grandfather,  who  had  been  an  elder 
of  my  people’s  religion,  never  became  a Christian.  He 
utterly  rejected  the  imposition  of  what  he  regarded  as 
the  white  man’s  religion.  But  there  were  others  who 
listened  and  asked  questions,  who  watched  and 
waited,  knowing  that  after  all,  “Ye  shall  know  them 
by  their  fruits.”  (Matthew  7:16)  Some  of  my  people 
noticed  that  the  quality  of  some  of  the  missionaries’ 
lives,  and  even  of  their  new  genuine  converts,  was 
quite  different.  They  seemed  strangely  serene  even  at 
hard  times.  They  loved  those  who  wronged  them,  a 
very  strange  behavior  for  people  who  had  known  the 
logic  and  indeed  the  justification  of  hating  and  even 
killing  their  enemies.  This  was  a refreshing  and  yet 
intriguing  new  way  of  life. 

Was  the  message  of  Jesus  and  the  woman  a mere 
coincidence  like  the  one  which  forced  Saul,  who  later 
became  Paul,  to  go  to  Damascus  when  he  did,  and 
along  the  way  to  have  a profound  encounter  with 
Jesus  Christ,  who  altered  the  course  of  his  life?  Was  it 
a coincidence? 

George  Fox  went  seeking  (or  was  he  also  being 
sought?)  until  he  found  (or  was  he  found?).  He  says: 


“And  when  all  my  hopes  in  them  and  in  all  men  were 
gone,  so  that  1 had  nothing  outwardly  to  help  me,  nor 
could  tell  what  to  do,  then.  Oh  then,  I heard  a voice 
whichsaid,  ‘There  is  one,  even  Christ  Jesus,  that  can 
speak  to  thy  condition’ ....  that  I might  give  him  all 
the  glory. . .”  (Quaker  Spirititalityj  ed.  Douglas  V. 
Steere,  pp.  65-66) 

There  is  such  a thing  as  a direct  call  without 
human  intercession.  The  woman  at  the  well  had  an 
encounter  with  Jesus  Christ,  yet  she  had  not  sought 
him.  “For  the  Son  of  man  is  come  to  seek  and  to  save 
that  which  was  lost.”  (Luke  19:10)  How  did  Jesus 
know  what  he  did  about  the  Samaritan  woman?  We 
are  here  dealing  with  a unique  person;  he  is  the  one 
his  disciples  were  talking  about  when  they  said,  “Now 
are  we  sure  that  thou  knowest  all  things  and  needest 
not  that  any  man  should  ask  thee:  by  this  we  believe 
that  thou  earnest  forth  from  God.”  (St.  John  16:30) 

TTiis  is  the  man  who  now  opens  a world  of  new 
possibilities  to  the  Samaritan  woman.  She  has  come 
to  draw  water,  but  she  is  led  to  the  possibility  of 
getting  a much  bigger  gift  — living  water  — the  gift 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  that  will  quench  her  spiritual  thirst. 
Her  physical  thirst  is  nothing  by  comparison. 

What  happened  to  the  Samaritan  woman 
afterward  is  well  known,  for  she  went  to  tell  others 
about  Jesus  and  brought  them  to  share  her  new-found 
joy.  They  saw,  they  heard,  and  they  believed.  This  is 
by  no  means  an  isolated  case. 

Witness  to  the  Grace  of  God 

There  is  considerable  witness  in  human  history  of 
men  and  women  who  experience  the  grace  of  God 
and  who  feel  called  to  commit  their  lives  to  the 
service  of  God.  There  was  such  witness  from  my  own 
Aunt  Lydia  who  had  been  a witch  doctor  of  the  worst 
kind.  She  practised  witchcraft.  Everyone  in  the 
village  feared  her;  people  avoided  her,  including  her 
shadow.  One  day  she  happened  to  be  passing  near  a 
group  of  Quakers  who  were  gathered  for  worship 
under  a huge  fig  tree.  She  had  always  despised 
Christianity  and  avoided  it,  but  on  this  occasion, 
since  the  path  to  her  home  passed  near  this  group,  she 
had  little  choice.  As  she  got  nearer,  she  heard  such 
beautiful  singing  that  her  attention  was  arrested  and 
she  stopped  to  listen  to  the  words  of  the  song: 
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When  peace  like  a river  attendeth  my  way, 

When  sorrows  like  sea  billows  roll, 

Whatever  my  lot,  thou  has  taught  me  to  know. 

It  is  well,  it  is  well  with  my  soul. 

Lydia  had  never  known  peace  in  her  life,  and  her 
conscience  was  stirred  in  a way  she’d  never  felt  before. 
The  words  had  a profound  message.  She  wanted  that 
peace  these  people  sang  so  lustily  and  joyfully  about, 
especially  when  she  noticed  some  of  her  own 
agemates,  much  poorer  than  herself,  singing  along 
with  this  group  of  worshippers.  They  invited  her  to 
sit  with  them.  God’s  spirit  was  already  at  work  in  her. 
When  she  left  the  meeting  she  went  home  and 
destroyed  all  the  paraphernalia  of  her  former  life,  and 
from  then  on  she  committed  her  life  to  Jesus  Christ 
and  continued  to  attend  the  Bible  studies  and  prayer 
meetings  of  Quakers.  This  helped  to  strengthen  her 
faith  and  to  deepen  her  commitment. 

Aunt  Lydia  embarked  on  a crusade  of  persuading 
her  colleagues  in  her  former  trade  to  abandon  their 
evil  ways  and  succeeded  in  changing  their  course  of 
life.  An  illiterate  but  intelligent  and  determined 
woman,  she  quickly  committed  to  memory  many 
valuable  Bible  verses. 

One  day  while  riding  my  motorcycle,  I decided  to 
pay  Aunt  Lydia  a surprise  visit.  The  way  to  her  home 
ran  through  Kakamega  Forest,  a thick  tropical  home 
to  many  dangerous  animals,  including  poisonous 
snakes.  I still  shudder  if  I have  to  go  through  it.  As 
soon  as  she  saw  me  she  received  me  with  obvious  joy 
and  pleasure.  I was  given  a chair  and  sat  to  enjoy  her 
company.  She  asked  me  to  join  her  in  prayer,  and 
together  we  prayed.  She  prayed  with  such  gentle 
words  that  it  felt  as  if  her  very  new  master  was  right 
there  listening,  and  then  she  started  trembling, 
obviously  filled  with  deep  joy  and  gratitude,  conscious 
that  we  were  both  in  the  presence  of  the  almighty 
God. 

“For  where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in 
my  name,  there  am  I in  the  midst  of  them.”  (Mat- 
thew  18:20)  I suddenly  realized  that  my  aunt’s 
wrinkles  of  old  age  had  become  wrinkles  from  a 
perpetually  peaceful  and  gentle  smile  which  had 
settled  since  her  great  find.  Though  she  had  been 
invited  to  work  in  God’s  vineyard,  as  it  were,  late  in 
her  life,  she  was  showing  the  vigor  of  a young  woman. 
“But  they  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  shall  renew  their 
strength;  they  shall  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles; 


they  shall  run,  and  not  be  weary;  and  they  shall  walk, 
and  not  faint.”  (Isaiah  40:31) 

She  then  surprised  me  by  asking  whether  I had 
stopped  in  the  forest  “to  listen.”  I confessed  I had  not. 
She  advised  I should  do  so  on  my  way  back.  When  I 
asked  her  what  to  listen  to  and  what  to  expect,  she 
smiled  and  said,  “Listen  to  God  in  your  heart  and  He 
in  turn  will  open  your  eyes  to  things  to  see  in  the 
forest.”  On  my  way  back  after  a bountiful  lunch,  I 
stopped  in  the  forest,  parked  my  motorbike  and 
walked  in  the  forest.  I am  not  a courageous  person 
walking  in  a forest  of  this  kind,  but  all  I could  hear 
within  me  were  Lydia’s  words  — “Listen  to  God  in 
your  heart.  He  is  there  all  right.  I see  him  in  your 
smile;  I see  him  in  your  eyes;  I hear  him  in  your  hearty 
laughter;  so  listen  to  him.  He  is  waiting;  don’t  fail 
him.”  I don’t  know  how  long  I sat  leaning  against  a 
huge  tree  trunk,  straining  to  listen  to  God.  Slowly  I 
became  aware  of  the  sound  of  a nearby  waterfall 
which  I had  not  noticed  before.  The  sunlight  had  by 
now  reappeared,  clouds  having  made  way  for  it  and 
finding  a clearing  in  the  giant  trees,  had  reached  the 
spot  where  I was  sitting.  I stood  and  walked  to  the 
river.  The  unhurried  little  river  had  encountered  a 
rock  in  its  way  and  had  circumvented  its  course 
around  the  stumbling  block,  singing  its  sweet  soothing 
song  without  fussing  or  fuming  because  of  the  rock  in 
its  way.  The  little  river  was  assured  by  its  own 
consistency  along  its  divinely  appointed  journey  that 
it  would  ultimately  wear  on  the  rock.  I was  suddenly 
aware  of  the  message  of  the  waterfall  — a comforting, 
soothing,  unhurried,  untroubled  and  constant  source 
of  encouragement  which  brought  into  focus  this  new 
paraphrase  of  the  Twenty-third  Psalm  (from  the 
Reader’s  Digest): 

The  Lord  is  my  pace-setter, 

I shall  not  rush. 

He  makes  me.  stop  and  rest  for  quiet 
intervals. 

He  provides  me  with  images  of  serenity 
which  restore  my  sanity, 

He  leads  me  in  the  ways  of  efficiency 
through  calmness  of  mind  and  his  guidance 
is  peace. 

Even  though  I have  many  things  to 

accomplish  each  day 

I will  not  fret 

For  his  presence  is  here. 

His  timeliness. 

His  all  importance  will  keep  me  in  balance. 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


OCTOBER  1991  — PAGE  23 


The  little  river  pours  its  water  into  River  Yala  and 
further  on  joins  Lake  Victoria.  TTiis  is  where  the  Nile 
takes  it  and  gives  it  to  Egypt,  in  order  for  the 
Egyptians  to  live. 

When  I left  the  forest  I went  back  to  thank  my 
aunt.  She  held  my  hand  for  a long  time  as  if  she  did 
not  want  me  to  leave.  My  aunt  has  been  dead  for 
over  twenty  years,  but  her  witness  is  still  very  fresh  in 
my  mind.  She  had  found  a new  dynamic  faith  — a 
faith  in  action.  It  is  impossible  to  enter  into  this 
relationship  with  God  without  faith.  Faith  begins  in 
an  experiment  and  ultimately  ends  in  an  experience. 

We  need  faith  to  bring  us  close  to  God  for  the 
“nearer  one  gets  to  God,  the  more  good  one  can  and 
will  do  for  his  fellow  men.”  (R.W.  Barbour) 

Economic  Structures  Destroy  People 

We  are  living  in  a world  that  faces  enormous 
problems.  The  threat  of  nuclear  weapons  and  war  are 
not  the  only  means  of  destroying  life.  Probably  few 
people  listening  to  me  will  have  killed  another 
person.  Many  would  choose  jail  rather  than  go  to 
war.  But  joining  the  armed  forces  is  not  the  only  way 
to  participate  in  murder.  Established  economic 
structures  destroy  people  by  the  millions.  Slavery  and 
child  labor  are  examples.  Both  were  as  legal  as  they 
were  lethal.  Legal  structures  can  be  violent.  There' 
fore,  as  Quakers  we  must  face  a very  painful  question: 
Do  we  participate  in  economic  structures  that  help 
destroy  millions  of  people  each  year? 

The  story  of  the  sugar  we  stir  into  our  coffee  or  tea 
suggests  an  answer.  The  largest  sugar  mill  in  the 
world  is  in  the  Dominican  Republic.  A United  States 
corporation.  Gulf  and  Western,  bought  that  sugar 
plant  and  huge  sugar  plantations  shortly  after 
President  Johnson  sent  the  U.S.  marines  into  the 
Dominican  Republic  in  1965  to  protect  U.S. 
investments  there.  In  the  last  twenty  years  the 
amount  of  land  used  for  growing  sugar  cane  has 
doubled.  But  almost  all  that  sugar  is  exported  to  the 
U.S.  and  Canada.  From  1961  to  1980  the  per  capita 
production  of  food,  excluding  sugar,  in  the  Dominican 
Republic  decreased.  Over  50%  of  the  people  in  the 
Dominican  Republic  are  starving  or  malnourished, 
and  50%  of  the  children  die  before  they  reach  the  age 
of  five,  largely  because  they  do  not  have  enough  food. 
(Christ  and  Violence,  Ronald  J.  Sider) 


J.  Ellul  has  pointed  out  that  unjust  economic 
systems  can  be  as  violent  as  rampaging  armies.  He 
maintains  that  all  kinds  of  violence  are  the  same  — 
the  violence  of  the  soldier  who  kills,  as  well  as  the 
revolutionary  who  assassinates.  It  is  true  also  of 
economic  violence  — the  violence  of  the  privileged 
proprietor  against  his  workers,  of  the  haves  against  the 
have-nots.  Further,  he  refers  to  the  ultimate  insanity 
of  a planetary  arms  budget  of  $800  billion  per  annum, 
with  probably  one  half  of  the  world  s scientists 
absorbed  by  it,  which  has  contributed  to  world 
inflation.  This  scale  of  arms  spending  and  arms 
selling  is  the  most  potent,  since  in  the  last  analysis, 
however  many  hands  and  nations  the  weapons  pass 
through,  arms  do  not  ultimately  supply  the  consumer 
goods  required.  This  spiral  of  expenditure  on  arms 
distorts  priorities  in  the  international  economy,  which 
leads  to  the  economic  inequalities  of  the  Northern 
and  the  Southern  hemispheres. 

In  the  contemporary  world  of  affluence  and 
poverty,  man's  major  crime  is  murder  by  privilege.  In 
such  a world,  revolution  against  the  established  order 
is  the  criterion  of  a living  faith.  “Verily,  I say  unto 
you.  Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  to  one  of  the  least  of 
these,  ye  did  it  not  to  me.”  (Matthew  25:45)  The 
murder  of  Christ  continues;  great  societies  are  built  on 
dying  men. 

President  George  Bush  has  suggested  a new 
international  order,  and  I salute  him  for  his  vision. 

He  will  need  wisdom  to  guide  the  U.S.  in  the 
direction  it  found  itself  after  the  devastation  in 
Europe  and  elsewhere.  Following  the  Second  World 
War  it  spent  two  percent  of  its  budget  every  year  for 
five  years  to  help  rebuild  Europe.  It  helped  its 
potential  competitors  recover;  the  donor  and 
recipient  both  benefitted.  President  Bush  will  need  to 
heed  the  prayer  of  Stephen  Vincent  Benet  which 
President  Roosevelt  read  in  1942,  June  14,  when  he 
was,  in  fact,  proposing  a new  world  order  through  the 
establishment  of  the  U.N.  “Our  earth  is  but  a small 
star  in  the  great  universe.  Yet  of  it  we  can  make,  if  we 
choose,  a planet  un vexed  by  war,  untroubled  by 
hunger  and  fear,  undivided  by  senseless  distinctions  of 
race,  color  or  theory.” 

The  life  support  systems  of  planet  earth  are  in 
danger  of  destruction.  We  need  to  seek  the  Messiah, 
the  healer,  not  only  of  the  human  condition,  but  also 
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of  the  environment,  to  send  us  the  living  waters.  In 
doing  this,  Christ’s  words  may  come  true  when  he 
said,  “But  whosoever  drinketh  of  the  water  that  I shall 
give  him  shall  never  thirst;  but  the  water  that  I shall 
give  him  shall  be  in  him  a well  of  water  springing  up 
into  everlasting  life.”  (John  4:14  ) 

Prayer: 

Grant  us  common  faith  that  man  shall 
know  bread  and  peace  — that  he  shall  know 
justice  and  righteousness,  freedom  and  security, 
equal  opportunity  and  an  equal  chance  to  do  his 
best,  not  only  in  our  lands  but  throughout  the 
world.  And  in  that  faith  let  us  march  toward 
the  clean  world  our  hands  can  make  in  response 
to  God’s  will. 

Simeon  Shitemi  is  past  clerk  of  FWCC,  World  Committee. 


Simeon’s  Geography  Lesson* 

Where  is  Kenya? 

We  are  on  the  east  coast  of  Africa  in  the  second 
largest  continent  in  the  world.  We  are  neighbors  with 
Somalia  on  the  northeast;  Directly  east  is  the  Indian 
ocean;  directly  south  is  Tanzania;  directly  west  is  Lake 
Victoria  and  Uganda.  Northwest  is  Sudan. 

People  who  draw  the  map  of  Africa  don’t  always 
get  it  right.  From  north  to  south,  from  west  to  east, 
the  distance  is  exactly  the  same.  Now  you  can  see 
what  I mean.  Most  maps  show  Africa  in  the  shape  of 
a guitar  or  a question  mark.  It  isn’t  quite  like  that. 

It’s  more  like  a well-shaped  potato. 

Don’t  laugh  at  the  shape.  I’ll  also  make  a joke  of 
your  own  country’s  shape.  The  shape  of  the  United 
States  is  like  a big  udder  of  a healthy  cow  with  two 
teats  sticking  out,  full  of  milk.  That  is  the  role  in 
which  the  Almighty  God  has  cast  this  country. 

*lntroductory  remarks  from  Simeon  Shitemi  s address  to  NPYM 


Excerpts  from  NPYM  EPISTLE 
Dear  Friends  Everywhere: 

Friends  of  the  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
gathered  for  our  19th  annual  session  July  25-28,  1991 
on  the  campus  of  Western  Montana  State  College  in 
Dillon,  Montana.  This  was  our  first  time  gathering  in 
Montana.  We  were  surprised  by  some  rare  summer 
rain,  which  resulted  in  comfortable  temperatures. 

We  explored  an  adaptation  of  the  Fifth  World 
Conference  of  Friends  theme:  Faith  in  Aaion:  in 
Spirit  and  in  T ruth. . . . 

...  We  have  felt  rushed  with  not  enough  time  to 
fully  explore  our  queries,  concerns  and  experiences,  or 
to  renew  our  friendships  with  one  another. 

Nonetheless,  we  found  a warm  sense  of  gathering; 
we  felt  ourselves  to  be  a spiritual  family.  It  was  a time 
of  joy  and  sharing,  enhanced  by  our  singing  together. 
We  also  have  a better  sense  of  ourselves  as  a commu- 
nity beyond  our  few  days  at  annual  session.  We 
gathered  in  small  diverse  groups  to  match  names  of 
Meetings  or  Worship  Groups  to  statements  from  their 
State  of  the  Meeting  reports.  This  connection 
deepened  our  knowledge  and  appreciation  for  our 
year-long  activities  across  the  Yearly  Meeting.  We 
heard  of  shared  themes,  new  projects  (such  as  the 
publication  of  the  Friendly  Woman),  new  Meetings, 
and  representation  at  other  Quaker  gatherings.  These 
and  other  opportunities  to  share  furthered  our  sense  of 
being  a year-long  community. ... 

We  have  ongoing  work  which  we  faithfully 
continue  to  address.  Our  commitment  to  gender- 
inclusive  language  was  reaffirmed,  and  we  were 
reminded  of  the  impact  of  language  in  determining 
the  vision  of  our  spirituality.  The  discipline  commit- 
tee, currently  working  on  revision  of  the  section  on 
Marriage  and  Committed  Relationships  in  our  Faith 
and  Pratice,  reported  on  its  progress.  It  reminded  us  of 
the  process  whereby  we  affirm  and  resolve  differences 
in  our  broad  and  diverse  community  of  Friends. 

Minutes  on  seasoned  concerns  brought  by  three 
Meetings  were  approved.  'Meetings  were  encouraged 
to  broaden  celebrations  of  the  Quincentennial 
Anniversary  of  Christopher  Columbus’  arrival  in  the 
Americas  to  include  consultation  and  participation 
with  native  peoples.  Tlie  AFSC  is  working  on  this 
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and  is  a resource  in  this  area.  Meetings  are  challenged 
to  investigate,  via  queries,  their  involvement  in 
racism,  both  as  perpetrators  and  as  victims.  Meetings 
are  asked  to  consider  endorsing  the  Arms  Sale 
Resolution  to  be  presented  by  Beyond  War  to  the 
Conference  on  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe, 
meeting  in  September  1991. 

We  are  growing  in  our  sense  of  ourselves  as  a 
Yearly  Meeting  and  in  our  sense  of  connection  to 
Yearly  Meetings  throughout  the  world.  One  innova- 
tion, in  line  with  many  other  Yearly  Meetings,  was  to 
abolish  applause,  even  the  silent  hand-waving  kind. 
We  enjoy  and  learn  from  your  epistles.  We  send  you 
our  loving  greetings. 

John  Sullivan 
Presiding  Clerk 


Waiting  in  Line  NPYM.  Photo  by  Jackie  Van  Dyke. 

North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Epistle  from 
Junior  Friends,  1991 

Thirty-six  new  and  old  Junior  Friends  gathered  at 
Elkhom  Hot  Springs,  forty  miles  outside  Dillon, 
Montana,  for  the  fourth  annual  pre-Yearly  Meeting 
session. 

This  year  the  Junior  Friends  community  under- 
went growth  and  change.  A lot  of  new  and  confusing 
emotions  arose  that  caught  us  by  surprise.  There  were 
a few  rough  moments,  but  in  the  end  we  had  grown 
closer  than  we  had  ever  thought  possible.  A new 
setting  and  new  friends  and  parents  enhanced  the 
loving  and  caring  atmosphere  created  every  year.  We 
had  a large  group  and  a busy  schedule.  We  hunted  for 
quartz  crystals,  played  Indian-style  capture  the  flag, 
and  sang  at  the  camp  fu-e.  We  experimented  with 
new  types  of  worship  by  including  discussion  as  well  as 


sharing,  and  we  all  benefitted  from  it.  After  four  days 
of  camp  the  group  traveled,  joined  by  twelve  more 
Friends.  Along  with  Yearly  Meeting  came  yet 
another  busy  schedule.  The  ever  growing  maturity 
and  strength  of  the  group  drove  us  to  take  on  more 
responsibilities.  The  responsibilities  included 
responding  to  items  troubling  the  adults  and  making 
sure  they  knew  what  was  on  our  minds.  We  also 
created  a Junior  Friends  Half  Yearly  Meeting. 

But  with  all  that  added  responsibility  we  didn’t 
forget  to  relax  and  enjoy  a dance  and  some  videos.  To 
sum  it  up,  an  already  impressive  group  of  young  people 
showed,  once  again,  that  we  still  have  a few  surprises 
left  up  our  collective  sleeves.  Thanks  to  all  our 
advisors  who  are  really  just  some  of  the  biggest  and 
coolest  kids  we  know. 

Until  Next  Year,  Peace  and  Love, 

NPYM  Junior  Friends 

Elementary  School  Epistle  from  North  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting,  1991 

OUR  FAVORITE  THINGS: 

Tammy  liked  playing  volley  ball.  Swimming  was 
the  most  fun  for  Evan,  Gordon,  Avery,  Jesse  and 
Ethan.  Jason,  Gus,  and  Paul  liked  eating.  Ryan  liked 
sleeping.  Adrienne  and  Meganne  liked  watching 
“The  Incredible  Journey”  and  making  necklaces.  “We 
liked  making  tie-dyes...”  said  Libby  and  Thea.  Tam 
said,  “My  favorite  things  were  making  new  friends  and 
being  silent.”  We  all  did  many  things.  There  were 
thirty-two  new  Friends  in  our  Meeting. 

We  liked  our  visit  with  Simeon  Shitemi  from 
Kenya.  He  told  us  about  Kenya  and  told  stories.  We 
sang  “Kwa  Heri”  to  him.  He  let  us  feel  his  hair.  ■ 


Another  Line  NPYM.  Photo  by  Jackie  Van  Dyke. 
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Evaluation  of  Business  Meeting 
by  Alfred  F.  Anderson,  Pima  Meeting 

I agree  with  the  spirit  of  Joe  Havens’  article  in  the 
June,  1991  Friends  Bulletin,  “Taking  an  Objective 
Look  at  Meeting  for  Business.”  He  suggests  that  there 
be  a period  for  evaluation  immediately  following  each 
business  meeting. 

I am  not  clear  that  such  evaluation  should  be 
confined  to  the  period  after  close  of  Meeting.  An 
alternative  would  be  to  postpone  finalization  of  all 
Meeting  decisions  until  after  evaluation  of  the 
Meeting  itself.  Suppose,  for  instance,  such  evaluation 
revealed  that  insufficient  time  had  been  permitted  for 
consideration  of  a particular  minute  and  that  the 
minute  should  be  reconsidered? 

One  way  such  insufficient  consideration  takes 
place  is  by  way  of  the  following  practice,  common 
among  Friends:  A proposed  minute  is  discussed,  and 
the  clerk  asks  at  some  point,  “Do  I have  approval?” 
Invariably  the  question  is  followed  by  several  people 
saying,  “Approved;”  and  (unless  some  brave  Friend 
interrupts)  the  clerk  moves  on  to  the  next  item  on  the 
agenda,  often  without  even  looking  up.  Anyone  who 
has  doubts  about  the  decision  must  muster  consider- 
able courage  to  say  so,  including  the  willingness  to 
receive  frowns  and  stares  from  those  impatient  with 
the  way  the  Meeting  is  dragging  on. 

A more  Friendly  process  was  demonstrated  by  the 
Clerk  of  College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting  a few  years 
back.  When  he  sensed  a consensus,  he  first  stated  it 
as  he  understood  it;  then  he  and  the  entire  Meeting 
waited  while  the  recording  clerk  put  it  in  writing. 

This  gave  time  for  quiet  meditation  on  the  issue  and 
for  the  emergence  of  any  doubts.  When  the 
recording  clerk  had  formulated  the  proposed  minute, 
he  read  it  aloud.  At  that  point  the  clerk  asked  for 
further  comments  or  objections.  If  these  indicated 
the  need  for  further  changes,  the  Meeting  entered 
into  silence  while  the  recording  clerk  made  the 
revisions.  Every  reasonable  opportunity  was  given  for 
honing  and  refining  until  a genuine  sense  of  the 
Meeting  was  reached. 

No  minute  should  be  passed  by  a Meeting  until  a 
substantial  period  of  silence  has  followed  the  clerk’s 


asking,  “Is  any  Friend  uneasy  about  the  minute  as 
read  ?”  If  an  uneasiness  is  expressed  in  response  to  this 
question,  then  it  should  be  asked  again  and  again, 
until  no  uneasiness  is  expressed  by  any  member. 

I have  heard  a very  “weighty”  Friend  argue  against 
such  a process  on  the  grounds  that  almost  every 
Meeting  has  members  who  are  not  spiritually  mature 
enough  to  participate  responsibly,  and  that  the  time 
such  a process  would  take  would  drive  away  the  kind 
of  members  one  would  want  to  participate  in  it. 
Sometimes  this  argument  includes  a distinction 
between  “consensus”  and  “unity.”  Consensus,  it  is 
said,  is  a secular  concept,  whereas  unity  is  a spiritual 
one.  The  implication  is  that  the  clerk  must  be  given 
discretion  in  deciding  when  the  Meeting  is  in  unity 


Carol  Gkmtonio  and  Ed  Stockley,  NPYM. 
Photo  by  Norm  Pasche. 


even  though  there  isn’t  complete  consensus.  I suspect 
that  the  practice  of  simply  going  on  to  the  next  item 
after  a chorus  of  people  have  called  out,  “Approved,” 
has  come  into  practice  as  a way  to  prevent  any 
interruption  of  such  unity. 

Those  who  argue  against  100%  consensus  on 
practical  grounds  do  have  a point.  The  requirements 
for  membership  in  Friends  and  the  transfer  of 
membership,  have  been  so  loose  at  times  that  in  many 
Meetings  the  depth  of  common  commitment  to  basic 
Friends’  values  is  insufficient  to  make  decision  by 
consensus  practical  on  any  but  a superficial  level. 

Continued  on  page  30 
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SOUTH  AFRICA,  THE  OUTCAST  SOCIETY 

by  Lewis  Hoskins,  Salem  Meeting 

For  years  South  Africans  have  felt  the  indignity  of 
being  regarded  as  members  of  an  outcast  society.  A 
residue  of  this  attitude  persists  in  our  doubts  as  to 
their  ability  to  restructure  their  society  from  within. 
God  has  not  forsaken  South  Africans!  We  must  not! 

Leadership  potential  exists  in  the  Christian 
churches,  educational  associations,  labor  unions, 
businesses  and  emerging  political  parties.  Our 
attitudes  must  be  realistic  and  open  as  we  seek  to 
support  their  efforts,  even  when  the  rhetoric  makes  us 
uneasy. 

South  Africa  is  undergoing  a transforming 
revolution.  It  is  spotty,  with  overlooked  pockets  and 
resistant  minority  opposition.  But  the  direction  of 
change  — towards  a non-racial,  more  democratic 
society  — is  clear  and  unlikely  to  be  reversed. 

Even  casual  visitors  are  struck  by  the  abandon- 
ment of  “petty  apartheid,”  those  restrictions  designed 
to  keep  the  white  minority  population  elevated  and 
the  majority  black  people  “in  their  place.”  The  recent 
changes  are  tentative,  while  a “no-  man’s- land”  of 
opportunities  is  being  probed  by  courageous  Africans 
residing  in  urban  areas.  While  almost  normal  racial 
mixtures  are  found  in  public  places  — parks,  stores, 
transportation,  and  restaurants  — economic 
disparities  inhibiting  upward  mobility  long  blocked 
by  law,  customs  and  inadequate  black  educational 
facilities  still  remain. 

But  now  hawkers  line  many  prominent  streets  of 
Johannesburg,  testifying  to  the  entrepreneurial  talents 
of  blacks  and  their  desperate  need  for  supplemental 
income  to  counteract  inflation.  Taxicabs  manned  by 
black  drivers  are  readily  available.  Reets  of  vans  to 
serve  black  population  centers  such  as  Soweto  have 
almost  replaced  public  buses.  Labor  unions  mount 
formidable  campaigns  for  workers’  rights  and  the  end 
of  workplace  discrimination,  and  are  having  some 
success.  Parents  form  educational  associations  to 
lobby  for  improved  black  education  and  greatly 
increased  facilities.  They  cannot  be  ignored  when 
these  initiatives  reach  high  governmental  levels;  but 
reforms  and  increased  expenditures  are  slow  to  appear. 
Private  training  institutions  are  appearing  at  higher 
levek  as  the  churches  and  businesses  recognize  the 
need  for  skilled  personnel  from  the  large  pool  of  black 
talent.  There  are  efforts  to  help  rescue  the  “lost 


generation”  of  scholars  whose  educations  were 
interrupted  by  political  turmoil. 

Despite  lack  of  trust  in  the  promises  of  the  white 
government  — aggravated  by  recent  political  scandals 
— one  senses  a new  wave  of  hope  among  the  majority 
population.  A process  is  under  way  for  negotiating  a 
new  governmental  structure.  Parties  are  emerging  to 
operate  in  the  political  arena.  Youthful,  unrecognized 
leaders  are  appearing  with  innovative  strategies.  Few 
are  enamored  by  communism,  as  long  as  their  hopes 
are  not  stymied. 

There  is  evidence  that  the  divided  Christian 
Church  is  finding  new  patterns  of  communication  and 
cooperation.  The  South  Africa  Council  of  Churches 
leads  in  the  task  of  enhancing  popular  participation  in 
the  struggles  for  a saner,  more  democratic  society.  A 
freer  press,  including  black  newspapers,  forwards 
discussions  on  the  issues.  As  this  mass  base  finds 
unity  in  efforts  to  reduce  human  suffering  and  pain, 
optimism  for  reform  will  be  fostered.  Implicit  in 
reform  is  hope  for  justice  and  human  dignity  and  a 
decline  in  the  violence  that  wracks  many  areas. 

However,  any  euphoria  must  be  tempered  by  the 
realities  of  economic  class  disparities  entrenched  in 
persistent  racial  attitudes.  Black  skills  and  labor  are 
needed  to  keep  the  economy  moving.  A new  middle 
class  of  blacks  has  penetrated  middle  management, 
but  educational  and  housing  facilities  have  not  kept 
up.  While  many  formerly  white  neighborhoods  are 
now  mixed,  uncontrolled  urban  influx  from  impover- 
ished rural  areas  compounds  overcrowded  slums  and 
shantytowns  already  lacking  minimal  facilities. 

White  attitudes  do  not  welcome  current  trends 
and  the  pace  of  events,  except  in  more  open  parts  of 
that  society.  Some  whites  are  fearful  and  flee  the 
inevitable,  while  others  are  ready  to  resist  by  any 
means  and  to  prepare  for  violence.  But  others  are 
discovering  in  new  contacts  the  value  of  black 
friendships  and  the  richness  of  a diverse  society.  The 
process  of  social  integration  has  for  the  first  time  in 
recent  South  African  history  the  encouragement  of  a 
“reformist”  government.  Though  conservative 
segments,  the  bureaucracy  and  much  of  the  police/ 
military  establishment  are  strongly  opposed. 

American  Friends  have  a stake  in  the  process  and 
in  the  results  of  changes  in  South  Africa.  Both 
require  sympathetic  attention  and  a monitoring 
concern  for  their  achievements. 
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While  the  basic  needs  of  a largely  impoverished 
black  population  are  immense,  that  challenge  must  be 
left  with  governmental  and  international  agencies.  A 
new  political  regime  in  South  Africa  will  confront 
enormous  tasks  but  will  have  new  options  and 
priorities.  Human  needs  so  long  neglected  may  be 
overlooked  in  the  eagerness  for  political  restructuring. 
Can  concerned  individuals  and  small  groups  such  as 
the  Society  of  Friends  help? 

The  Society  of  Friends  is  numerically  small  in 
South  Africa.  TTiey  find  strength  in  their  worship' 
ping  fellowship  and  their  commitment  to  seek  the  will 
of  God.  While  Meetings  are  open  and  often  inte^ 
grated,  they  are  caught  in  webs  of  economic,  cultural 
and  psychological  traditions  that  inhibit  unified 
practices.  Paternalism  from  within,  and  notably  from 
abroad,  has  not  been  exorcised.  The  loving  and 
worshipful  search  for  Truth  at  the  feet  of  Jesus  is 
proceeding  slowly  and  often  painfully.  But  Friends 
accomplish  much  by  personal  witness.  For  example, 
in  the  Cape  Town  area  they  pioneered  conflict 
resolution  and  training  in  negotiation  techniques. 

Our  support  from  the  outside  should  be  manifest 
not  only  in  financial  contributions  but  should  also  be 
accompanied  by  understanding  of  differences,  by 
patient  tolerance  for  South  Africans  struggles  and 
rivalries,  and  by  a deep  humility  for  our  own  divisions. 
Subscriptions  to  the  Southern  African  Quaker 
Neu/sletter*  are  supportive.  Gifts  can  be  sent  to  the 
Center  for  Intergroup  Studies  at  the  University  of 
Cape  Town  or  channeled  through  the  FWCC 
(Section  of  the  Americas)  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Soweto  Quaker  Centre  Trust.  This  is  an  interracial 
supervisory  body  which  monitors  the  use  of  funds  and 
establishes  priorities  in  the  growth  of  facilities.  The 
Trust  does  not  deal  with  the  Soweto  Meeting 
membership  or  its  leadership  patterns.  These  issues 
are  the  concerns  of  Southern  Africa  Yearly  Meeting. 
Our  prayers  must  be  that  South  African  Friends  find 
their  sense  of  Meeting  for  the  steps  they  must  take. 
Divine  guidance  will  lead  them  forward.  As  one 
reminded  me,  “There  is  one,  even  Christ  Jesus,  who 
can  speak  to  our  condition.” 

*Southern  African  Quaker  Newsletter 
c/o  PO  Box  7205 

Johannesburg  2000,  South  Africa  ■ 


Tranquility  and  Stability 

by  Estelle  Burroughs,  Hemet  Meeting 

One  day  while  meditating  with  a group  at  the 
Holistic  Health  Center  in  Hemet,  California,  I saw 
the  room  filled  with  light.  I heard  a voice  telling  me 
to  meditate  on  the  words,  “I  am  Divine  Tranquility,  I 
am  Divine  Stability.”  When  I meditate  on  these 
words,  my  mind  is  poised  and  my  heart  is  serene. 
When  we  are  tranquil  and  serene,  we  reflect  it  out 
into  the  world.  We  love  and  accept  ourselves  and 
those  we  meet  on  the  path  of  life. 


NPYM  Treasurers.  Picture  by  Norm  Pasche. 


Vital  Statistics 

Births 

• To  Lauren  Mari'Navarro  and  James  Navarro  of 
Santa  Cruz  Meeting,  a daughter,  Kylin  Mari  Navarro 
was  bom  at  home  November  6,  1990. 

Deaths 

• Jon  (Jonathan)  Desch,  age  35,  Corvallis  Meeting, 
died  September  12,  1991. 

• Abigail  Caroline  (Abbie)  Frederick,  age  38,  Glacier 
Valley  Worship  Group,  died  August  29,  1991  in  a 
traffic  accident. 

• Ann  Lukach  TTiron,  age  64,  Boulder  Meeting,  died 
July  30, 1991. 
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NEWS  OF  PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING 

by  Lois  Vincent,  San  Fernando  Valley  Meeting 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  role  of  singing  in 
Quaker  Meetings.  Many  Meetings  precede  Worship 
with  singing  or  use  it  at  other  times  — this  in  spite  of 
historic  controversy.  Inland  Valley,  Palo  Alto,  San 
Francisco,  Chico,  Orange  Grove,  Reno,  Hawaii, 
among  others,  start  First  Day  by  singing.  The  South 
County  Worship  Group  (under  the  care  of  Santa 
Cruz  Meeting)  reports  a “very  enthusiastic  period  of 
singing  after  Worship.” 

Chico’s  active  Meeting  features,  besides  singing 
before  Worship,  a dessert  potiuck  and  singing  and  a 
Simple  Supper  and  singing.  Their  Friends  in  Unity 
with  Nature  Committee  (FUN)  meets  regularly  and 
has  a Rainforest  Schedule  with  four  Rainforest  dinner 
dates,  a Children’s  Rainforest  Festival  and  a 
Rainforest  Gala.  The  committee  asks  for  fund-raising 
and  educational  ideas  from  everyone.  The  Adult 
Education  program  schedules  the  reading  and 
discussing  chapter  by  chapter  of  two  exciting  books. 
The  Active  Life,  by  Parker  J.  Palmer  and  one  on  the 
life  and  message  of  George  Fox  by  Douglas  Gwyn, 
whom  they  are  bringing  in  person  to  Chico.  The 
newsletter  also  reports  a “wet  and  wonderful”  annual 
camp-out. 

Reno  Meeting  also  reports  a camp-out  — 
almost  as  generic  an  activity  with  Quakers  as 
potlucks.  If  not  campouts,  then  retreats  are  in,  such 
as  Marin’s  or  San  Francisco’s,  or  the  traditional  La 
Jolla-  San  Diego  outing,  this  year  featuring  Paul 
Niebanck  speaking  on  relationship  to  the  Natural 
World. 

Environmental  concerns  appear  in  almost  every 
Meeting  in  varying  ways.  Santa  Cruz  Meeting 
publishes  its  ecological  advice  under  the  title,  “Who 
says  you  can’t  change  the  world?”  Orange  Grove 
newsletter  always  contains  practical,  personal 
messages  for  care  of  our  earth.  Santa  Cruz  is 
considering  whether  to  make  FUN  a permanent 
standing  committee,  and  Santa  Monica  has  added  a 
FUN  representative  to  its  officers.  Seekers  Groups 
and  Worship-Sharing  sessions  are  becoming  more 
common  in  Meetings. 

A new  “crib  crowd”  is  appearing  in  Meetings. 
Santa  Cruz  Meeting  reports  seven  new  babies  with 
another  due  any  day.  San  Fernando  Meeting  is 
celebrating  the  one-year  birthday  of  two  children  and 
reports  three  more  in  the  nursery  set.  These  Meetings 
and  others  are  questioning  how  children  are  to  be 
listed. 


Most  Meeting  newsletters  print  a Query  and 
sometimes  Advices  — from  widely  varying  sources 
and  times.  Santa  Monica’s  Friendly  Notes  recently 
featured  the  First  Queries.  One  Query:  Which 
imprisoned  Friends  died?  reminds  us  of  our  origins.  A 
Query  relevant  to  our  day  is  “How  among  Friends  did 
Truth  advance  and  how  does  it  now  fare  in  relation  to 
peace  and  unity?” 

Santa  Monica  Meeting  is  raising  funds  to  remodel 
the  Meeting  House  to  include  a resident  caretaker. 
The  Meeting  House  has  constant  use  by  many  groups. 
Their  Meeting  Fellowship  Committee  changed  its 
name  to  Fellowship  and  Activities  to  signify  “a  shift 
from  merely  providing  refreshments  to  a meeting  of 
minds  and  spirits,”  and  has  been  brainstorming  a 
number  of  activities  and  topics.  Their  Ministry  and 
Oversight  Committee  plans  a workshop  on  Death  and 
Dying. 

A “First  Sunday  Walkabout,”  a Friendly  hike,  is 
planned  at  the  rise  of  Meeting  the  first  Sunday  of  the 
month.  The  Meeting  sent  a letter  to  the  Nobel  Prize 
Committee  supporting  Service  Committee’s  nomina- 
tion of  Jimmy  Carter  for  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize. 

Hawaii’s  large  Meeting  suggests  a KISS  (Keep  It 
Sweet  and  Simple)  philosophy  to  encourage  informal 
gatherings  outside  of  Meeting’s  scheduled  ones  — 
such  as  coffee  or  lunch  before  or  after  Worship, 
camping,  dinners  together,  etc.  This  Meeting  has 
endorsed  the  Resolution  for  a changed  U.S. -Korea 
policy.  They  also  post  a list  of  tasks  for  potential 
AFSC  volunteers. 

Anthony  Manousos,  Claremont  Meeting,  reports 
on  his  successful  workshop  in  Russia  this  summer. 
“The  most  important  result  of  our  project  was  that  a 
new  generation  of  Quakers  has  established  bonds  with 
a new  generation  of  Russian  students.”  PYM  has 
sponsored  five  peace  tours  to  Russia,  and  now  there 
are  regular,  though  unofficial.  Meetings  in  Moscow. 

Claremont  Meeting  has  a revised  pamphlet  on 
Quaker  dialogue,  “Creative  Listening.” 

Orange  County  Meeting  has  prepared  and  is 
distributing  a pamphlet  on  getting  an  education,  job 
training  and  a good  job  in  Orange  County  without 
joining  the  military.  It  lists  all  agencies  and  opportu- 
nities and  is  very  thorough  and  attractive.  The 
children  of  that  Meeting  prepared  and  gave  a fund- 
raising  luncheon  to  raise  money  for  hygiene  kits  for 
Middle  Eastern  refugees.  The  Alternatives  to 
Violence  program,  with  Orange  County  Meeting  in 
the  forefront,  has  brought  nonviolence  training 
workshops  to  Santa  Barbara  and  Claremont  Meet- 
ings, and  others  are  following  suit.  ■ 


PAGE  30  ~ OCTOBER  1991 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


Memorial  Minutes 

Leslie  Eleanor  Dodd 

January  18,  1943  ' January  3,  1991 

A quilt  block  that  Leslie  made  for  a Meeting 
wedding  quilt  symbolizes  her  life,  “Tis  a gift  to  be 
simple.”  It  was  a life  that  found  richness  in  having 
time  to  relate  to  family  and  friends,  to  cultivate 
vegetables  and  flowers,  to  work  at  the  local  co-op  and 
to  enjoy  beauty.  She  was  a full-time  homemaker  and 
a community  volunteer.  When  active  in  Corvallis 
Meeting  she  helped  celebrate  special  occasions  in  the 
lives  of  Meeting  members.  Her  home  was  a place  of 
warmth,  not  only  for  her  family,  but  also  for  those  in 
special  need  of  care.  Her  spiritual  search  took  her  in  a 
different  direction  from  the  Meeting  in  the  last  few 
years,  but  she  was  still  cherished  by  Meeting  Friends. 
During  the  last  months  of  her  struggle  with  leukemia, 
she  still  manifested  a cheerfulness  of  spirit. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  Mitchel  Dodd, 
and  her  children,  Teresa  Chandler,  Katherine  Fieber, 
and  John  Fieber. 

Sanno  Keeler 

Sanno  Keeler,  age  43,  died  February  17,  1991  in 
Redlands,  CA.  She  had  suffered  from  breast  cancer. 

A member  of  Santa  Cruz  Meeting,  she  was  sojourning 
at  Inland  Valley  Meeting  . 

Bom  in  Santa  Cruz,  CA,  she  was  raised  a Quaker. 
Books,  internationalism  and  work  for  social  better- 
ment were  ongoing  themes  in  her  life.  She  attended 
Argenta  Friends  School  and  was  the  third  graduate  of 
Friends  World  College  after  living  in  Norway, 
Tanzania  and  India.  Following  graduate  work,  she 
served  on  the  Friends  World  College’s  Board  of 
Directors  and  directed  its  Latin  American  Center  in 
Cuemevaca,  Mexico.  In  1973  she  became  principal 
and  head  teacher  of  the  Sandy  River  school  in  Maine. 

She  returned  to  California  in  1976,  where  for  the 
next  14  years  she  taught  English,  Spanish,  and  basic 
skills  in  Spanish  to  migrant  farm  workers’  children. 
She  helped  found  the  Watson ville/Aromas  Amnesty 
International  Group  and,  with  other  members  of 
Santa  Cruz  Meeting,  provided  sanctuary  for  Salva- 
doran refugees. 


Sanno  was  well-loved  for  her  musical  gatherings, 
her  love  of  the  outdoors  and  her  adventurous  spirit. 
The  Aromas  Women’s  Literary  Society  and  The 
South  County  Worship  Group  are  two  groups  that  she 
started.  The  seeds  she  planted  flourish  and  bear  fruit 
among  those  her  life  has  touched. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  Jim  Spickard  and 
her  children,  Janaki  and  Dmitri  Spickard-Keeler. 


What  Meeting  was  that?  Photo  by  Norm  Pasche. 

Business  Meeting,  continued  from  page  26 
Thus,  what  happens  (in  Meetings  which  do  attempt 
general  consensus)  is  that  after  a while  controversial 
issues  are  not  raised  for  fear  of  “splitting  the  Meeting.” 
Unless  the  Meeting  has  a strong  clerk,  willing  to  push 
for  unity  despite  lack  of  consensus,  only  trivial  matters 
are  minuted. 

The  answer  to  this  dilemma  is  to  make  commit- 
ment to  membership  in  a Friends  Meeting  more 
substantive  than  it  is  now.  A major  barrier  to  a more 
stringent  membership  requirement  is  the  apparent 
belief  among  some  Friends  that  the  purpose  of  Friends’ 
decision-making  process  is  to  “seek  God’s  will,”  and 
that  this  will  be  revealed  to  any  group  of  Friends,  no 
matter  how  differently  committed,  if  they  but  “open 
their  hearts  and  minds  to  God’s  will.” 

Other  examples  could  be  given  of  issues  which 
would  come  to  light  (by  way  of  Inward  Light)  if  their 
emergence  were  encouraged  by  providing  the 
necessary  spiritual  space  in  the  form  of  waiting 
silences.  What  I am  suggesting,  therefore,  is  that  the 
practice  suggested  by  Joe  Havens,  of  evaluating  each 
Meeting  for  Worship  for  Business  before  adjourning, 
might  well  bring  about  tremendous  improvements  in 
not  only  Friends’  decision-  making  process,  but  also 
in  membership  requirements  for  Friends  Meetings.  ■ 
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Announcements 

MID-COLUMBIA  WORSHIP  GROUP 

The  MID-COLUMBIA  WORSHIP  GROUP  in 
Southeast  Washington  and  Northwest  Oregon  meets 
for  silent  worship  in  Friends  homes.  They  are  under 
the  care  of  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting. 

Friends  who  live  or  visit  in  the  area  are  invited  to 
join  them.  For  information,  contact  Madeleine 
Cadbury  Brown,  1412  Farrell  Lane,  Richland,  WA 
99352.  Phone:  (509)  946-4082. 

QUAKER  YOUTH  PILGRIMAGE,  1992 

Fourteen  young  Friends  from  the  Americas  , ages 
16-18,  will  participate  in  the  1992  Quaker  Youth 
Pilgrimage  in  England  and  Ireland.  TLie  Pilgrimage 
will  include  a journey  to  sites  of  Quaker  history  and 
present-day  Quaker  witness,  visitation  among  Friends, 
a workcamp  and  a time  of  personal  growth.  Adult 
facilitators  from  Europe  and  the  Americas  will 
accompany  the  Pilgrims. 

Interested  Young  Friends  or  Adults  should  write 
to  Cilde  Grover,  QYP  Program  Staff,  1506  Race  St., 
Philadelphia,  PA  19102  (215)  24T7250 
Application  Deadline,  January  15,  1992. 

FWCC  NW  REGIONAL  GATHERING 
“In  Spirit  and  in  Truth:  Faith  in  Action,” 
November  1-3,  1991,  Camp  Kwomais,  Surrey,  British 
Columbia.  For  information  contact  Leni  Skarin,  4504 
Surrey  Ln,  Yakima,  WA  98908.  (509)  965-6275. 

EARTH  AND  SPIRIT  CONFERENCE 

Teresina  and  Joe  Havens  of  Multnomah  Meeting 
and  the  Quaker  Economics  Group  will  present, 
“Economic  Factors  of  the  Environmental  Crisis”  at 
the  Earth  and  Spirit  Oregon  Conference,  November 
15-17,  1991,  in  Portland,  OR.  For  information  write 
0245  SW  Bancroft,  Portland,  OR  97201,  or  call  (503) 
221-1054. 

QUAKER  UNIVERSALIST  FELLOWSHIP 
The  QUAKER  UNIVERSALIST  FELLOWSHIP 
will  meet  on  Saturday,  November  9,  1991,  at  London 
Grove  Meeting  in  London  Grove,  PA. 

Contact  Harriet  Schley,  (804)  627-6317  for 
information. 


Advertisements 

All  ads  submitted  must  be  consistent  with  the  beliefs 
and  testimonies  of  Friends.  $.40  per  word.  Minimum 
charge  $8.00.  Add  10%  if  boxed.  ALL  ADS  MUST 
BE  PREPAID,  payment  accompanying  copy.  Send  for 
information  sheet  with  prices  for  display  ads  and 
mechanical  requirements.  Copy  deadline:  45  days 
prior  to  publication.  Publishing  of  advertisements 
does  not  imply  endorsement  by  Friends  Bulletin. 


LEGISLATIVE  SECRETARY  (lobbyist) 
for  Friends  Committee  on  National 
Legislation  (FCNL),  Washington,  DC.  A 
senior  staff  position  to  do  legislative, 
educational,  research,  and  writing  work 
on  priority  issues  as  determined  by  the 
FCNL  General  Committee.  Requires  a 
commitment  to  and  experience  with  the 
legislative  process  as  well  as  a commit- 
ment to  the  testimonies  and  practices  of 
the  Religious  Society  of  Friends. 

Starts:  Early  1992.  Application  closing 
date:  December  1,  1991. 

For  further  Information  and  application 
material,  contact  David  Boynton,  FCNL, 

245  Second  Street  NE,  Washington, 

DC  20002-  5795; 

(202)  547-6000;  FAX  (202)  547-6019 

VACATION  RENTAL  — Kaua’i,  HI  — delightfril 
cottages  — peace,  palms,  paradise.  $75/night.  (808) 
822-2321 

WITNESS  FOR  PEACE  DELEGATION  TO 
GUATEMALA  AND  NICARAGUA 
Focus  — Health  Care.  Feb.  14  '29.  1992. 

For  information,  application:  Pam  Fitzpatrick, 

458  Blair,  Eugene,  OR  97402.  (503)  686-5012 

COLLEGE  PARK  QUARTERLY  MEETING 

CHILDREN'S  COORDINATOR 

Paid  position  open.  Teach  & co-ordinate  volunteers 

for  under  twelve  years  at  three  Quarterly  Meetings  per 

year.  Contact  Lis  Amen  for  more  information.  (209) 

524-8762 
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Tribute  to  Shirley  Ruth 
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1620  NW  Menlo  Drive,  CorvalUs,  OR  97330-2055 


Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting,  Business 
Session  IV,  15th  Day,  6th  Month,  1991, 
Minute  91-18 

Throughout  the  thirteen  years  of  her  association 
with  us  at  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting,  Shirley 
Ruth  has  cheerfully  offered  us  not  only  the  fruit  of  her 
diligent  and  thoughtful  labors  as  editor  of  Friends 
Bulletin,  but  ever  more  important,  her  own 
undemanding  friendliness,  her  attentive  interest  in 
our  concerns,  and  her  unfailingly  kind  generosity  of 
spirit.  As  editor  she  has  responded  readily  to  issues 
which  matter  to  us  and  has  been  especially  sensitive 
in  her  expressed  thanks  to  those  Friends  who  have 
done  writing  and  photographs  and  art  work  for  the 
Bulletin.  She  cannot  know  how  deep  is  our  gratitude 
to  her  for  being  who  she  is  and  for  serving  as  she  has 
served,  and  how  deep  our  love  for  her  has  become. 

We  pray  that  during  the  years  of  the  new  life  now 
approaching  her,  she  will  live  in  peace  and  happily  in 
abiding  Light. 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  Plenary  Session  11, 
Eighth  Month  8,  1991,  Minute  91-11 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  minutes  our  appreciation 
of  the  faithful  and  dedicated  work  of  Shirley  Ruth  as 
Editor  of  Frieruls  Bulletin  during  the  past  thirteen 
years.  Tlie  light  of  her  own  spirit  brought  grace  to  its 
pages  and  her  attention  to  the  finest  elements  of  our 
faith  has  helped  the  Bulletin  develop  into  an  ever 
more  respected  publication.  We  send  her  forward  on 
her  life’s  journey  with  our  thanks,  our  blessings,  and 
our  hope  that  the  future  may  bring  her  a gentler  work 
and  much  joy. 

North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  Plenary  Session 
IV,  July  26,  1991,  Minute  4-6 


Clare  Sinclair  spoke  of  the  service  Shirley  Ruth 
has  given  to  the  Society  of  Friends,  most  recently  as 
editor  of  Friends  Bulletin  for  the  past  13  years... 
Presiding  Clerk  John  Sullivan  on  behalf  of  NPYM 
thanked  her  (Shirley  Ruth)  for  her  long  and  fruitful 
labors  on  behalf  of  Quakers. 


Shirley  Ruth  at  ZMYM.  Photo  by  Wayne  YamalL 


